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Abstract :

Both professors “Hans Robert Jaus” and “Wolfgang Iser”, the founders of

the reception theory and the establishers of its procedural concepts, tried to

restore consideration to the reader who was marginalized and neglected for a
long of time in literary studies, and they affirmed that ensuring the continuity
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and immortality of literary works depends on their receiving by the recipient,
and not any recipient, but the one who receives the text and reads it again in
light of new information through the act of reading. Accordingly, Iser argues
that the production of the meaning of the literary work depends on the
reader, so the meaning of the text results from the interaction between the
structures of the text and the understanding and interpretation of the reader.
Therefore, this study seeks to highlight the mechanism of interaction
between the textual structure of literary work and the mental structure of the
reader, and the associated concepts and accompanying theses that help to
establish the interaction process which was put forward by Iser during his
research in the procedural mechanisms that would achieve this interaction,
such as gaps, the implicit reader, and the wandering viewpoint.

Keywords: Act of Reading, production of meaning, gaps, implied reader,

wandering viewpoint, Wolfgang Iser.
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